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M cDonald Gets CIA Brzefmg,

By JEFF POWELL ?g;
News-Free Press Political Writet |
The Soviet/Bulgarian ,,connecuon ’

to the 1981 assassination attempton
Pope John Paul II is “very nu\
alive and very much-of a problem”
Georgia Congressman LarRy
McDonald said Saturday after a
briefing by Central Intellxgence
Agency officials. e N
Rep. McDonald, a Democrat 3.

- the 7th District, last week sent lettqglis:
to President Reagan, CIA Dirediit"
William Casey, and-the head of {8
House Intelligence Committee urgig
investigations - into reports that U
government officials :are “trying 3o
suppress” information linking the S0- |
viet secret police (the.KGB) and;ﬁ’e |
Bulganan sercet police to the. shoot-
ing of the pope.

“The CIA was upset by the reporﬁ
(of his request), and the deputy diret®

"tor came over Thursday to brief meg:
Rep. McDonald said in a telephone:
interview from his Washmgton office
Saturday.

He said the information suppheil
by the CIA official is classified as
“top secret,” and “all I can say is that:
the Bulgarian and Soviet connection
is very much ahve and ‘very much of
a problem. .

“And, I restate the need for a thor: |
ough investigation of this so that the "
American people can get a clear uf’
derstanding of the ‘type of people
we're dealing with-at the negotmtmg‘
table,” continued the congressman. .-

“People need to-understand thit:.
the head of the Soviet regime is, ot,g
course, Yuri Andropov,” Rep"’
McDonald said. “This is the first time
in Soviet history that the head of the -
secret police has survived the job. Up
until now, he has always been Inlledw
while holding the office. :

“Up until now the secret pohce has
always been a staff group subser-
vient to the ruling clique,” he said.
“This is the first time the head of the
secret police has also become head of
the regime. : .

STAT

.....

s effect, the secret pohce

'l'be controv surroundm the -
taken over the system.” - . R ersy g

* -shooting of the stems from vari- -
~ Relating Andropov's pastadmhes . +0us -reports thal:ogeiA and other gov- -
~ to more recent developments, includ- +- , .ernment officials have “attempted to
 ing the-May 1981 attempt on the life; _ squelch” the investigation by Italian -

of the pope; the Georgia Democrat : * aythorities.into the so-called Bulgar- :
said Andropov — former. the headof . . ian/Soviet connection. -

the. Soviet xcn bas a his e
: s - ol Mehimet - Ali Agca, -a Turk, was'-
. jailed by: Italy*for the assassination -
¥ .attempt, and-officials of the country’
1;‘ havecharged Sergei Ivanoy Antonov,

: ther - exampies Andropev's mtb-

lessness areahovlm during the;Sowet: _

chxefofstate’stenureasambaasa )
of Hungary in the late *50s.~5 "3
“He was ambassador to Hungary
in'1956 during the Hungarian revolu-
pon,”‘ -explained. the conserwative
congressman. “Fhen Hu ayas
- winninginthelirst five orsixdays of
the uprising, Andropov invited the
top Hungarian Defense minister,
Gen. Pal Maleter, to a dinner to dis-
cuss the surrender'nf Russian troops

and getting all ﬂ:e‘R an troops out -
of Hungary. = &- ‘
“Once the Himganan Defense min-

ister got there, and once the meetmgy,';

. and dinner
, open..and

an, the "door
B. units surroun 3 R
Maleter, took>him outside and “in &
© very short time, he was shot. 1t was a’ ‘e:

* real Al Capone-type operation:’:

;@3 “When the: Hungarian- Defenaez

" minister was' given a.guarantee jof

L{ safe-keeping,i-that is how: he fwas. '

*“treated by Andropov
L"ﬁfi _McDonald continued. --

: "Later, he &

v ministry for safety.

ks -~“Andropov told Nagy he d1d not “

{ ““want to create an international-inci-

" dent and said -if he came out, he
would be protected,” said Rep.
McDonald. “He came out, was tried
and was executed one year later.”

. dwpxte “even mnnepersmmve" evi-

- ‘dence that'Agca had acted under the

- direction of Biilgaria, and therefore

*_'ftheSOvieu*mkeyofﬁcialsofthe :
4. CIA™"are’ *actively discouraging .

American’ newsmen and Itahan m- '

‘ vestxgatou. ol

“Part 0f the explanatlon lies in the

* ironmic fact that many in the US. and

western Europe would rather not be
presented with proof of Soviet com-
plicity at this time (because) that
could shatter hopes for detente, trade
anglc arms agxeements,” aceordmg to:

Rep. McDonald, repeabed hzs stand
Saturday that, “there are very signif-
icant links-between Agca and the
Bulgarians and the, Sovnet secret po-
lice.-

“T o' pot belfeve we should in any
_way stand in the way. of getting the )
+*truth:outto-the=public,-because the:
attempt to kill the pope certainly -
was not a situation of one lone fanat-
e, concluded the Georgé eongress-

id,‘atter Soviet trbops"
.. had swept over Hungary, Prime Min- "
“ister Imer Nagy fled- wthe Yugoslav '_
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